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Hometown Heroes

BRIDGETT‘S 
TURNER TEAM

“TURNING YOUR DREAMS INTO REALITIES”

Bridgett Kesterson Atkins
Realtor 479.234.6006

Lucas Turner
Realtor 479.234.8546

Licensed Drone Pilot
Free drone footage for listing clients

New Office... 
     Same Outstanding Realtors!

We’ve Moved to Keller Williams Realty 
to Better Serve Our Clients when 

Buying or Selling Real Estate.
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BEHIND BARS:

County set to lose 2 JP districts

By Trey Youngdahl

A sex o� ender was sentenced to 80 
years last week a� er a jury returned a 
guilty verdict.

Joseph Chapman, was found guilty of 
two counts of rape a� er only approxi-
mately 40 minutes of jury deliberation. 
In count one the victim was under 14, 
and in the second count the defendant 
was a guardian over the victim. 

Special Judge Charles Yeargan pre-
sided and ordered the sentences to run 
consecutively, for a total of 80 years. � e 
range of punishment for count one was 
25-40 years in the Arkansas Depart-

Offender Gets 
Max Sentence

By Jeri Pearson

Despite a real estate boom being a 
topic of conversation in the past year, 
the US Census, which counted resi-
dents across the country and conclud-
ed in 2020, shows the number of res-
idents calling Polk County home has 
decreased.

At the Polk County Quorum Court 
meeting on August 24, Justice of the 
Peace were informed two of their seats 
would be squelched as a result.

County Judge Brandon Ellison said 
the � nalized census numbers have been 
released.

“It is not what we had hoped for, as 
Polk County has lost approximately 
1,400 people since the last census.” Elli-
son said. “� is will make Polk County 
a class two county. We will lose two JP 
districts, some general turnback funds 
and highway funding. Depending on 
the population numbers it could a� ect 
the distribution of sales tax monies.”

Ellison said the county has contract-

ed with DataScout to redraw district 
boundary lines and will be done some-
time in the next few months a� er con-
gressional boundary lines have been 
completed at the state level. 

Ellison also provided an update on 
the vacancy in JP District 9 and noted 
the resolution declaring the vacancy has 
been sent to the governor's o�  ce and 
an appointment will be made, probably 
in the next two to three months.

Census shows decreased population in Polk County

Modern Woodmen of American Chapter 13545, Mena, recently rec-
ognized Mena Regional Health System as its 2021 Hometown Hero. 
� e award gives Modern Woodmen an opportunity every year to 
honor an individual or organization for their outstanding service 
to the local community. MRHS received a certi� cate of apprecia-
tion and a $100 voucher to be given to a local charity.


